Andrew M. Underhill
Not knowing a soul, I timidly entered the ninth grade at A. Crawford Mosley High School – the largest high school in the area with over 2000 students – with the idea of appeasing my parents for one semester and then transferring back to the safety of the tiny private school I had attended since first grade. Was I nervous? I was almost in tears, but I was determined to give it a shot as I had agreed to with my parents. Four years later on the verge of graduation, I am now the valedictorian, a Hall of Fame inductee, National Honor Society Vice-president and recipient, and holder of numerous other awards and positions. Starting from nothing, I have slowly but surely built my way up in the hearts of my then unbeknownst friends, peers and classmates. The fact that I am a strong, passionate character builder with a solid ethical background has paved the way for me. By constructing deep, positive, and honest relationships centered on promoting strong ethics and morals, I have been able to not only “survive” high school; I have had a magnificent, uplifting, unforgettable experience and have been a positive influence on others in the process. 
An integral part of who I am is my strong spiritual and moral foundation. Beyond attending church regularly with my family, I have been involved as a leader within multiple youth groups and in youth choir. Throughout elementary and middle school I attended a parochial school that focused not only on academics and athletics, but sought to provide a strong ethical and moral foundation. These factors have had an immense impact on my world. My values, my morals, my character, and my attitude are shaped by my faith and my upbringing. This ingrained framework is at the core of my relationships, my attitude, and my outlook on life. It is also at the root of why character building is so important to me.

My character is driven by my values and my beliefs. My friends would describe me as a candid and confident person who leads by example based on what I believe is right and just. I am a calculated and deliberate leader who does not just jump into anything and everything with no purpose. I see what needs to be done, and by quietly taking the initiative and stepping up to face the problem, others follow my lead. I have gained the respect of my peers by always standing up for and living by my principles. They know where I stand and they know I won’t be swayed from my values and beliefs: values such as honesty, humility, hard work, and selflessness. This respect, combined with the credibility gained by academic and athletic success and social and spiritual involvement has given my peers the confidence to look to me as a leader. The high character standard that I set raises the bar for my colleagues and challenges others to adopt the same positive ethical traits.
