Angelina Malamo
Who you are, as a person, is what is important. It is more important than the clothes you wear, the newest cell phone you have, or the car you drive. What determines you as a person is your character. I have always viewed character like the root of a tree. It is what feeds our conduct. It helps determine our actions, attitudes, and ultimately, our growth.

I feel passionate about character building because I truly believe that character shines above all. Someone with good character is like that one star in the sky that is always shining. A person with strong character shows drive, energy, determination, self-control, willpower, and nerve. When you have character you are conscious of yourself and those around you. Having character means you monitor your thoughts as well as your actions. You practice patience when those around you are hurried. You act with faith when others show mistrust. You are courteous, even when others do not show courtesy. You are encouraging to those who are discouraged. You give generously to those who have nothing to give. Most of all, you act with self-discipline even when it is difficult.
People build character with each choice they make and every action they take. A person of character always makes an effort to do the right thing. I have been faced with challenging decisions throughout my life and I can honestly say that every path I have taken has been the one less traveled. I have always been the one to do the right thing no matter where my peers stand. I consider myself a strong character building and leader because I have, and will, always strive to make the right decision and go out of my way to encourage others to do the same.

I have discovered that the most effective way to motivate others to join me as a passionate character builder is to lead by example. Someone who has strong character is a positive influence on others and strong character winds trust and loyalty. Others will follow those they trust and a leader’s actions usually set the pace. I have always made an effort to pursue excellence and excellence starts with leaders of good and strong character.

