Brianna Bikker
Martin Luther, one of the most influential people in history, once said, “You are not only responsible for what you say, but also for what you do not say.” As I have been taught accountability is the thing that makes us most human; we do not act out of impulse, but instead have a rational conscience that forces us to be responsible for our demeanor. Through this sense of absolute personal liability, I realize that every individual is not only responsible for his or her own actions, but those of the people who surround him or her. As parents, teachers, and members of society, helping to instill responsibility of actions through character building is an absolute must.
Because I grew up the oldest child in a family with four kids, I encourage my peers to follow good behavior, responsibility, and ethics. Although born into the role of helping others be stronger characters, I have chosen to further the position of character building in my everyday actions. This choice was made in elementary school, when I found that not everyone had the same ethical conduct that I did; Naively, I was shocked to see that people found it ok to liter, bully and swear for the sake of meeting the standard “cool.” I made it my mission to encourage the right thing; I urge people to pick up their trash; I encourage the acceptance of “strange” habits, foreign cultures and different ethnicities; and I ask people to refrain from using bad language, especially in public. I demonstrated ethical rules that my peers should follow by following them myself.
One of the reasons why I have chosen to a be a dedicated character builder is the lack of individuals fulfilling such a role; I feel that, in contemporary American Society, many people have forgotten what it means to be responsible  for their actions. Many people carelessly conduct their lives without taking the time to foresee repercussions. For example, recent news articles have brought into light a female student, majoring in Women’s Studies, who chose to fund her education by selling her virtue on Ebay. Clearly, this is not only a shameless form of harlotry, but it sets bad examples for young girls. It is my mission to ensure that my generation grows up in an ethical and accountable world, where repercussions are forethought, not merely shrugged off.

While telling people to be more responsible and ethical is an ideal and simple way of building characters, it’s not realistic or pragmatic in any sense. In fact, human nature often causes disobliging behavior from individuals told to refrain from certain behavior. For this reason, adjoined with the knowledge that good examples lead to good behavior, I plan on remaining a strong role model for passionate character builders; by showing others that they too can instill positive, healthy conduct into society, they will follow suit. By holding myself accountable, my influence on others is positive and will lead to strong ethical characters within society.  
