Daniel Goff
Henry David Thoreau once said “You cannot dream yourself into a character; you must hammer and forge yourself one.” I consider myself a passionate character builder because I strive to improve my life academically and athletically and to improve other people’s life through community service.

As a student at Pensacola High School (PHS), I’ve been hammering and forging academically in the International Baccalaureate (IB) program. This program instills a positive attitude to learning. Students are given the opportunity to challenge themselves. I elected to take higher level courses in Math, Chemistry, English and History of the Americas.

In the IB program, you learn the importance of doing your own work. Cheating is inexcusable. The program teaches the skills to live and work with others.

After school, I participate in academic clubs. In the Mu Alpha Theta math club, I have competed throughout Northwest Florida for four years and served as president for one year. As a senior, I work with other club members to help them do better in math competitions.

Character building is essential to me because high character makes for good relationships and successful teams. It is important to me that people trust me, that I do what I say I will do and that I work to improve myself. I feel my behavior should reflect my beliefs. 

I enjoy sports. I ran cross country for our high school team. Team members must make a commitment to come to practices, give it their best and compete as scheduled. This requires determination and persistence, character qualities which are essential to a successful team.

Community service is one way in which I propose to motivate and help others join me as a passionate character builder. During the summer of 2008, I enjoyed volunteering over 120 hours with Habitat for Humanity. It was a rewarding experience for me and I plan to continue volunteering.

For the past two years, I have tutored a fellow PHS student named James. After James received an F in Algebra, he decided to seek tutoring. As a member of the National Honor Society, I was available to help.

We both made the commitment to meet after school and spend an hour each week reviewing Algebra. I am happy to say that James is now passing. We continue to work on Algebra. This experience has motivated us both as it shows what can be accomplished when you do the right thing.

