Emily Bennett
Essay – “If character is instilled in leaders, leaders are more likely to act in an ethical way; right is right, even if everyone is against it; and wrong is wrong, even if everyone is for it.”

I consider myself a passionate character builder because every day I strive to be a positive influence on my peers. I an age where peer pressure is rampant and teenagers are constantly searching for something to grab hold of, my goal is to be an example of positive peer pressure. There are people in today’s society who seek only harm, whether it is through drugs, alcohol, sex or other pressures. To counteract this, my goal is to provide peer pressure in such a way that students choose to make the wise choices and get involved with sports, service clubs, and things that truly make a difference in the world. I believe character development is the major benefit of extracurricular activities. For example, this year I was a member of the “Link Crew” program at Choctaw High School. Link Crew is a club designed to help freshman transition into high school. Our goal is to reach the freshmen who often fall by the wayside by providing positive atmospheres for them to be engaged. First, we put on a huge freshman orientation where each freshman was assigned to one specific Link Leader, so that each Link Leader had about 5 or 6 freshmen. Since then, we hosted a Beach Bash, Tailgating Party, Skating Rink Party, and other socials throughout the year. For each social, every Link Leader, including myself, calls and personally invites each of their freshmen. At the socials, we mingle with the students and play games to encourage freshmen to build healthy relationships and form friendships with other students who will influence them for the better. Link Crew has enabled me to reach out to my freshmen when they are stressed or going through difficulties that come along with high school. Another way I’ve personally been involved with character building is on my volleyball team. I have played on the school team for years, but this past season we got our third new coach in three straight years. When our previous coach retired, the whole team was not only hurt but also confused, and this mix of emotions sometimes stirred resentment. However, the mark of a true teammate is the ability to press through and thrive even when the going gets tough. So I set out to work 120% at every practice and verbally encouraged my teammates to do the same as we adjusted to a new coach. It was evident that character building occurred among us as the cliques disappeared and we learned to make the right choice to play our best no matter what. In the end, because of a few leaders that stepped up and decided to push the team, we learned how to play together and even placed third in our district! In conclusion, I strive to lead a way that Jesus Christ shines through me, so others may see his light and make the wise choices during these crucial teenage years where a simple choice may be the defining moment of your life.
