Thomas Melvin
Character is who we are when no one else is looking. A person must work hard in order to gain great character. Character is extremely important for those who have been called to lead. A person in authority must be willing to act in ethical ways even when it is difficult. A great leader must stand for what is right even when others are opposed. They must also oppose what is wrong even if everyone is against it. I strive to be a passionate person who builds character in my life. I also understand why character building is vital to my success. Finally, I realize I must be willing to motivate others to build character in their lives. 
Being a person of character is something I strive for daily. Instilling qualities, like obedience, attentiveness, virtue, and patience, is a difficult task to accomplish. I was not born with a desire to be honest or tolerant, but instead through the help of others in my life, I am building character into my life. My parents see the importance of character building and have underscored its importance in my life. They began teaching me from an early age that it is noble to stand up for what is right and have boldness to proclaim against that which is wrong. They have invested in my life be teaching me how to be a person of character.

Character building is very important to me. I firmly believe that character is what helps one maintain honor in all that they do. It has helped me do what is right when I am faced with difficult decisions. Demonstrating character in life situations defines who I really am. It is not where I have been or how much money I make, but whether or not I have good character in my life. To me, success is not measured by tangible items, but if I live a life of integrity. It is because of this that character building is so essential to me. 
Causing others to become passionate about character is something I also see as incredibly significant. Over the past nine years, I have been able to teach the Character First! education program in afterschool programs and summer camps for elementary students in Jackson County. I did this through my 4-H club. Each month we would plan out what we were going to teach, then go into schools and interact with the children teaching them about different character qualities. It is greatly rewarding to me to be able to have such an impact on over a hundred children each month. Through this opportunity, my hope is that I have been able to cause others to become passionate about developing character in their lives.

I am so grateful for all the experience I have gained over the years in which I was able to build character. Living an honorable life is something I wish to accomplish. The character I have will determine my true success.

